Isoindoles and their derivatives are very useful as starting materials to produce pharmaceutically and industrially important compounds. 1, 2 Some of these compounds are selective monoamine oxidase inhibitors and, therefore, are useful for treating or preventing diseases mediated by monoamine oxidase. 1 In addition to being used in the pharmaceutical industry, isoindoles also find wide applications in the dye and polymer industries.
evaporation of its dichloromethane/light petroleum ether (1:1) solution (20 -25˚C). The crystals were filtered off, washed with a cold mixture of dichloromethane/light petroleum ether (1:1) and dried at room temperature (m.p. 104.0 -108.0˚C).
The crystallographic measurement was performed on a κ-geometry Kuma KM4CCD automated four-circle diffractometer with graphite-monochromatized Mo Kα radiation at 100(2)K. A summary of the conditions for the data collection and the structure refinement parameters are given in Table 1 Table 1 Crystal data and structure refinement Formula: C19H15NO4 Formula weight = 321.32 g mol -1 Crystal system: monoclinic Space group: P21/n Z = 4 a = 6.172 (2) were corrected for Lorentz and polarization effects. Data collection, cell refinement, and data reduction and analysis were carried out with the KM4CCD software: CrysAlis CCD and CrysAlis RED (Oxford Diffraction Poland, 1995 -2003). The structure was solved by direct methods using SHELXS-97, and refined by a full-matrix least-squares technique using SHELXL-97 with anisotropic thermal parameters for non-H atoms. 4 All H atoms were found in difference Fourier maps and were refined isotropically. The figures were made using XP program (Bruker Analytical X-ray Systems, 1998). The chemical scheme of the title compound and its molecular structure are given in Figs. 1 and 2 . Selected bond lengths and angles are listed in Table 2 .
The crystal of the title compound is built up from molecules ( Fig. 2) , having a structure related to that of its partially hydrogenated (tetrahydrophthalimide) derivative, described by us recently. 5 Two well-defined planes (defined in Ref. 5) may be distinguished in the molecule. The dihedral angle between these planes (with an r.m.s. deviation of fitted atoms = 0.176 and 0.049 Å) is 69.6(1)˚. The molecule adopts a Z geometry with respect to the C(4)-C(5) double bond, which is reflected in the value of a torsion angle, N(1)-C(4)-C(5)-C(6), of 3.4(2)( Table 2 ). The carbonyl atom O(1) of the ester group is in an antiperiplanar conformation in relation to the vinyl atom C(5). The short intramolecular contacts, C(5)·O(2) and C(7)·N (1), may indicate the presence of weak intramolecular hydrogen interactions, C(5)-H(5)·O(2) and C(7)-H(7)·N(1), resulting in five-membered S(5) and six-membered S(6) motifs, respectively ( Table 3) .
The adjacent molecules in the crystal of the title compound are joined to each other by a system of hydrogen bonds and close contacts of the C-H·O/π type with O(1), O(3) and O(4) acting as acceptors. Atoms O(3) and O(4) are involved in trifurcated, four-centered interactions, listed in Table 4 (Fig. 2) . These, along with the C(17)-H(17)·O(1) v and C(11)-H(11)·π[Cg (1) iv ] contacts, give rise to a rather extensive three-dimensional network of hydrogen bonds, which all stabilize the crystal packing. Table  3 . Table 2 Selected bond lengths (Å), valence angles and torsion angles (˚) Table 3 Geometry of proposed hydrogen bonds and C-H···O/N/ close contacts (Å, ˚) π
